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City of Gothenburg

Annual Water Quality Report
For the period of January 1 to December 31, 2008

This report is intended to provide you with important
information aboul your drinking water and the cfforls made by
the City of Gathenburg water system lo provide safe drinking
water.

For more information regarding this report, contact:

SHANE D GRUBER
308-537-3668

if you would like to obscrve the decision-making processes
that affect drinking water quality, plcase altend the regularly
scheduled meeting of the Village Board/City Council, If you
would like to participate in the process, please contact the
Village/City Clerk to arrange to be placed on the agenda of the
meeting of the Viilage Board/City Council.

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be
expected to contain at [east small amounts of some contami-
nants. The presence of contaminants does not necessarily
indicate that water poses a heaith risk. More information about
contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by

calling the EPA's Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

Source Water Assessment Availabilily

The Nebraska Department of Environmental Qualily (NDEQ)
has completed the Source Water Assessment. Included in the
assessment is a Wellhead Protection Area map, potential
contaminant source invenlory, vulnerability rating, and source
water prolection information. To view the Source Water
Assessment or for more information please contact the person
named on the cover of this report or NDE( at (402) 471-6988.

Para Clientes Que Hablan Espaiiol:
Este mforme contiene informacién muy impaortante sobre el
agua que usted bebe. Traddzealo 6 hable con afguien que lo

entienda bie.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, LPA
prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public waler systems. FDA
regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water
which must provide the same protection for public health.

Sources of Drinking Watet

The sources of drinking water {both tap water and bottled
waler) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs,
springs, and groundwater wells. As water fravels over the
surface of the land or ihrough the ground, it dissolves
naturally-occurring minerals and, i some cascs, radioactive
material, and can pick up substances resulting from the
presence of animals or from human activity.

The source of drinking water used by the City of Gothenburg
is groundwater. This water is pumped from wells maintained
by the City of Gothenburg.

Contaminants that may be present in source water include:
Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which
may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems,
agricullural livestock operations and wildlife.

[norganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can
be naturally oceurring or result from urban storm waler
runoft, industrial, or domestic wastewater discharges, ofl and
gas production, mining, or farming.

Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of
sources such as agriculture, urban storm water runoff, and
residential uses.

Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and
volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of
industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also
come from gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring
ot be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.

Drinking Water Health Notes

Some people may be more vulnerable 1o contaminants in
drinking water than the general population. Immuno-
compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing

chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ trans-
plants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune sysiem
disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particutarly at risk
from infections. These people should seck advice about
drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC
guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial
contaminants are available [rom the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline (800-426-4791).

Infants and young children are typically more vulnerable to
lead in drinking water than the general population. It is
possible that lead levels al your home may be higher than at
other homes in the community as a result of materials used in
your home's plumbing. 1f you are concerned about elevated
lead tevels in your home's waler, you may wish to have your
waler lested. Flushing your tap for 30 seconds 1o 2 minutes
before using your tap water will clear the linc of any fead that
may have leached into the water while the line was idle.
Additional information is available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline (800-426-4791) or the Department of Health
and Human Services/Division of Public Health/Office of
Drinking Water (402-471-2541).

The City af Gothenbury is required to test for the following contaminants:
Colilorm Bacteria, Antimany, Arsenic, Asbestos, Barivm, Beryltium,
Cadmium, Chromium, Copper, Cyanide, Fluoride, Lead, Mercury. Nickel,
Nitrate, Nitrite, Selenium, Sodium, Thallium, Alachlor, Afrazine,
Benzo(a)pyrene, Carboluran, Chlerdane, Dalapon, Di(2-cthylhexyl)adipate,
Dibromochloropropane, Dinoseb, Di(2-ellylhexylphthalate, Diguat, 2.4-D,
Endothall, Endrin, Ethylenc dibrointde, Glyphosate, Heplachlor, Heplachlor
epoxide, Hexachlorobenzene, HexacMorocyelopentadiene, Lindane,
Methoxychlor, Oxamyl (Yydate), Pentachlorophenal, Picloram,
Polychlorinated biphenyls, Simazine, Toxaphene, Dioxin, Silvex. Benzene,
Carbon Tetrachioride, o-Dichlarobenzenc, Para-Dichlorobenzene, 1,2-
Dicllorethane, 1,1-Dichiorocthylene, Cis-1.2,-Dichlerocihylene, Trans-1,2-
Dichloroethylene, Dichloromethane, 1,2-Dichloropropane, Lilhylbenzene,
Monochlorobenzene, 1.2.4-Trichlorobenzene, 1.1, E-Trichloroctbanc, 1,1,2-
Trichlorocthane, Trichloracthylene, Vinyl Chloride, Styrene,
Tetrachloroethylene, Toluene, Xylenes (lotal), Gross Alpha (minus Uranium
& Radium 226), Radium 226 plus Radivm 228, Sullate, Chioroform,
Bromadichloromethane, Chlorodibromomethane, Bromoform,
Chlorobenzene, m-Dichlorobenzene, 1, -Dichloropropene. 1,1-
Dichlorocthane, 1,1,2,2-Tetrachlorethane, 1,2-Dichicropropane,
Chloromethane, Bromomethane, 1,2,3-Trichloropropane, 1,1.1,2-
Tetrachloroethane, Chlurocthane, 2,2-Dichloropropane, o-Chloroleluene, p-
Chlorotoluene, Bromobenzenc, 1,3-Dichloroprapene, Aldrin, Butachlor,
Carbaryl, Dicamba, Dicldrin, 3-1Tydroxycarholuran, Methomyl, Metolachler,
Meiribuzin, Propachlor.
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City of Gothenburg

Coliform Bactania

TEST RESULTS (COLLECTED IN 2008 UNLESS NOTED)

Dale Printed; 3/5/200% NEJ 04702

Whitle your drinking water meels EPA’s standard for arsenic. il dons ¢ontain low levels of arsenic. EPA’s standard balances the cumrent underslanding of
is a mineral knewn I cause cancer in humans al high concenleations and is linked to olher health aftects such as skin damage and circufalory problems

ppm; paris per million

CROSS-CONNECTION QUESTION AND ANSWER:

supply lines to boilers.

e R R R R R R RRRRRERRRRRRRENSSSSSEEEEEBBBEDEE————

Q: What is a cross connection?

A’ A cross connection is a direct arrangement of a piping
line which atiows the potabie water supply to be
connecled to a line which contains a contaminant. An
example is the common garden hose attached to a sili
cock with the end of the hose lying in a cesspoaol. Other
examples are a garden hose attached to a service sink
with the end of the hose submerged in a tub full of
detergent, supply lines connected to bottom-fed tanks,

pph: pars per billion

ppl: parls per trillion

Maximum Contaminant Level Tolal Califormy Maximum Highes! Ne. of Posilive Fecal Caliform ar E. Coli Maximum Conlaminan| Level Telat Ne. of Posilive E. Coli or Fecal Coliform Violation? Likely Source Of Contamination
Goat Conlaminani Level Tolal Goliferm Samples in any monih Samples in 2008
1
{1 I 1 pasilive menthly sample t -ecal Coliform or E. Coli MCL: A rouline sample and a repeat sample are lolal colilorm o No Malurally presenl in lhe environmant
posilive, and one is alse fecal coliform er E. ecli pasilive
isad and Coppsr  Dale Sampfed: 675912007
Lead MCLG | Lead Aclion Level Lead S0th 4 Sites Over Lead | Copper MCLG | Copper Action Level Copper 91lh # Sites Over Likely Source ol Conlaminalion
{AL) Percentile AL (ALY Percenlile Copper AL
0 ppb 15 ppb 1.2 ppb G idppm 1.3 ppm 0.0977 ppm 0 Erosion ol nalural deposils: Eeaching from wood preservalives; Corrosion ol household plumbing sysiems,
Highesl Level
Ragulated Comtaminanis Detecied Range ol Leveis Detecled Unil of Measuremnent MCLG MCL Violalion? Likely Scurce Of Conlaminanl
Inorganic Contaminants
ysenic 812912006 927 - 6.99-927 pph 0 10 Nn Frasion of natural deposits; Runolf frem orchards: Runell iram efeclronics preduclion wasles
Rarium 2.152 0.0975-0.162 ppm 2 2 No Nischarge of drilling wastes; Discharge from melal refinedes; Erosion of nalural depasils
Chromium 152 12.6-§5.2 ph 100 100 No Discharge from steel and pulp mills; Erosion of natural deposils
FFluaride 0.54 045-0.54 ppm 4 4 No Erosion of ralural deposits; Water addilive which promotes sivong Leeth; Fertilizer discharge
Nickel 10/912006 §5.91 146604 ppb nfa 100 o Erosion al nalural deposils; | eaching
Milrale-Nilrite 13 0.066-1.3 Ppm 10 10 No Runoft Irom fertilizer use; Leaching from seplic tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural deposils
Aonclive C n
Combined Radium (Radium 226 and 2 | 0 Not Appicable ] pCi ]| o ] 5 ] No JErosion of natural depasits
Nole: The slale requires moniloring of cerlzin canlaminants fess han ance per year because the concenlralions of Ihese contaminanis do pol diange lrequenlly, Therelore, same of
[Unregulated Watar Quality Data Highest Levet Detected | Range of Levels Delected Unit of this data may be more lhan one year old.
Measaremenl MCL (Maximum Contaminanl Level): The bighesl Ievel of a canlaminan! 1hat is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are se! as close 1o Ihe MCLG$ as leasible using the besl avaitable
Suilate 10/9/2006 T PRV Irealment {echnotogy. MCLG {Maximum Conlaminanl Lavel Goal): The fevel of a conlaminan! in drinking waler Delow which there is no known or expected risk fo healih. MC1Gs
il Fpm allow for a margin of salely. AL (Aclion Level): The concentralion of a canlaminant which, it exceeded triggers It or olker which a waler syslern mus follow,

pCil; picoCuries per liter {measurement of radioactivity)

arsenic’s possible heallh effects agains he coslts of removing arsenic frorn dinking wates. EPA conlinues 10 research The health elfects of tow fevels of arsenic. wh

This notice will not be mailed to

individual households.

availble
Qffice,

409 9th Street.

A copy is
upon request at the City
Thank you.




